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                Greater Grace School of Christian Education 
  

Curriculum Policy 

Introduction 

 
In order to provide balance and breadth of curriculum, our programme of Christian Education includes 
both individualised academic curriculum (ACE) that is regularly and rigorously assessed and 
differentiated group classes which give students the opportunity to experience different learning styles, 
work together in a group, develop listening and speaking skills, and develop reasoning and oral skills 
such as expressing opinions and being persuasive, as well as practical skills.  
 
Founded over 50 years ago, Accelerated Christian Education has stood the test of time. Based          
on effective, proven learning techniques such as Mastery Learning, and developed by Christian 
educators and classroom teachers with advanced degrees in education and much classroom 
experience, the ACE programme is unique. ACE is a complete, Bible-based, character-building 
individualised curriculum for both primary and secondary students, which provides each individual  
with the opportunity to develop their abilities to their maximum potential. Senior students complete   
the International Certificate of Christian Education level by level: General, Intermediate, Advanced,    
or Advanced Higher Certificate. Students who complete the required credits will graduate with the 
relevant ICCE Certificate and accompanying Record of Achievement folder. 
 
 

The ACE approach:  Progress Motivated, Individualised, Programmed Learning 

  
Progress Motivation - ‘promotion according to achievement’ is the basis for student advancement   
rather than chronological age (year on year). Students work at their own pace and are required to 
demonstrate that they have achieved according to pre-set standards and expectations in order                  
to advance to the next level, stage or unit of work. This method is referred to as Mastery Learning. 
  
Mastery Learning divides subject matter into smaller parts (PACEs) that have predetermined objectives 
or unit expectations. Students work through each unit in an organised fashion and must demonstrate 
mastery on unit tests. Typically a minimum of 80% must be achieved before moving onto new material. 
Subject mastery is a crucial evidence of learning and an essential basis for further educational progress. 
  
A personalised or individualised academic programme is created for each student. A student is placed 
on work at their current level of achievement where they can experience success while making progress 
according to their own rate of learning or learning aptitude.  
 
Programmed learning develops student learning from the starting point of the student’s current 
knowledge and skill development (established through diagnostic testing) through a series of sequential 
steps. The rate of student progress is determined by the personal ability, motivation, aptitude and 
application of the student, under the guidance and learning support of an academic supervisor who is 
available one-on-one to guide students and reinforce learning, checking and strengthening understanding 
through questions and discussion throughout each PACE. 
  
Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) that reflect the pattern of Bloom’s taxonomy are an integral part of 
the A.C.E Mastery Learning Methodology. 
  
All staff utilising the ACE individualised curriculum, including those teaching the ABCs Reading 
Readiness and Learning to Read programme, must complete the Professional Training Course, and 
consistently follow the relevant Procedures Manuals.  

The principle of Mastery Learning is practiced throughout the school and should be understood by all 
staff and parents. 
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Motivation for the student to do their best is sustained by short and long term goals which are set by          
the student and agreed by the supervisor. We want the student to discover the confidence and motivation 
that the feeling of success through accomplishment brings. Reaching those goals consistently is rewarded 
daily, weekly, and through Honour Roll certificates earned each term and participation in a special annual 
trip. 
  
The  ACE individualised curriculum consists of workbooks called PACEs in the core subjects: 
mathematics, English (including word building, creative writing and literature), sciences (including health 
and nutrition science), social studies (history, geography and other humanities), and Biblical studies.  
 
The  ACE Programme includes not only the individualised core curriculum, but also many opportunities for 
spiritual, moral, social, cultural, and personal development, including character building and developing 
relationships, to enable each student to fulfil his unique potential, both academically and spiritually,       
and to prepare him to contribute to society in modern Britain.  
 
Group classes are differentiated. Their goal is to enable personal growth and to develop a different skill set 
which includes listening and speaking skills, group and team working skills, and transferable skills that will 
prepare them for the next stage of their education alongside subject skills. They also give opportunities to 
experience learning through different teaching styles (Visual, Aural, Read/Write and Kinaesthetic - VARK). 
 
All students take part in these group classes which include PSHE and citizenship, British history and 
geography, practical maths and science projects, computer programming and IT skills, design and 
technology projects, French, art, music, and drama as well as PE.  
 
Senior students (over 14) complete the European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) qualification and can 
also choose from a number of individual options covering subjects such as additional maths, sciences, 
history, literature, art, music, speech, and foreign languages. They may also take part in the annual 
European Student Convention with other ACE students from the UK and abroad. 
 
 
 
The school’s curriculum is based upon the truth of the Bible as God’s revelation to man:  

 Every subject on the curriculum and each method show an aspect of His character.  

 The school uses the ACE Programme including curriculum materials and procedures             
because they conform to these standards.  

 Materials appropriate to each individual and age group exemplify Christian living as well as 
conveying academically sound teaching in each subject. Students are encouraged to grow in the 
skills associated with each subject. 

   Resources used in each subject (e.g. Art) show Christian ethical standards. 

 
Diagnostic Tests - Before entry to the school, children are individually diagnosed to identify each child’s 
performance level (the right level of difficulty). These diagnostic placement tests are not timed, and they are 
not entrance exams that have to be passed to be accepted, but they enable us to start each student at the 
curriculum level that is right for them. They will also identify ‘gaps’ in their education to date, if any. As a 
direct result of the diagnostic testing, each child is set individualised PACE workbooks to remedy revealed 
weak areas and then prescribed curriculum at his correct performance level. Within a short transition 
period, usually a few weeks, children learn to set their own daily goals and to work quietly on their own so 
that, with support and encouragement from their supervisor, they progress through the curriculum at the 
rate that is best for them.  

 

The ABCs Reading Readiness and Learning to Read programme reflects the school’s policy of 
academic excellence and Christian character building. It is a multi-sensory, phonetic, learning to read 
programme which also uses various activities to help develop physical skills, small motor skills, and 
visual discrimination. Its emphasis on phonics provides children not only with all the tools needed to 
begin reading and writing, but also skills they can use whenever and wherever they encounter an 
unfamiliar word (although some words like ‘any’, ‘there’ etc are taught as sight words because their 
spellings are less obviously connected to their sounds). This gives them great confidence as they 
continue to develop good reading skills so that they are well prepared for the adventure of learning 
and for life itself. 



Page 3 of 20 

Schemes of Work  

 
As well as the schemes of work which cover the core subjects / PACE curriculum well at each key 
stage, further schemes of work are being developed for group classes such as Science, and British 
History and Geography. Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Cultural Development and Fundamental British 
Values are taught and learned throughout the Curriculum through devotions, PACEs, group classes, 
and also as spontaneous opportunities arise. Please see the Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Cultural 
Development Policy and the Promoting Fundamental British Values Policy. 
 

Language Policy 

 The English Scheme of Work includes English language and grammar, Word Building (vocabulary 
comprehension, usage, and spelling), and Literature and Creative Writing PACEs. 

 The Bible is God’s word; He spoke, the universe and the earth into being; He wrote the Ten 
Commandments: Christ is the Word of God, the Holy Spirit is the spirit of truth, so our speech and 
language are of the greatest importance. Whether in lesson or debate, students are encouraged 
to think and speak clearly, logically and truthfully. The diversity of language is from God (Gen 
11:1-9) for a purpose. Man is made in God’s image and this can be seen in his speech and 
writing. Good manners are often expressed in words. 

 Students will learn to speak well, listen carefully, read with comprehension and speed, and write 
with creativity and accuracy, both in and out of class, and in all subjects. All staff will correct 
wrong spelling, poor speech patterns and sloppy writing wherever they occur. Students will read 
the Goal Page (page one) of each new PACE to their supervisor who will sign in the space 
provided; American spellings will be corrected (Word Building PACE’s especially) at all stages, so 
that students distinguish between different spellings (labor and labour) and different words 
(sidewalk and pavement). 

 The saying together of the monthly Bible memory passage, individual oral reports, individuals 
saying the Memory Verses (for Privilege application), along with many Convention items (Seniors) 
all contribute to good language development. Yearly school plays and the annual Awards 
Ceremony and performance are also part of this process of development.   

 All essays will be written from a prepared outline, the first draft corrected then written up neatly as 
a final copy. Older students writing extended pieces will probably require several drafts which may 
be done on the computer for ease of editing and for honing presentation skills for the final copy. 
Feedback will be given throughout the process to further develop writing skills and style. Merits 
will be given once the composition has been completed. 

 In the English PACEs the basic eight components of language (noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, 
adverb, conjunction, interjection, preposition and their definitions) are taught, as are sentence and 
paragraph construction and sentence diagramming, developing analytical thinking skills and 
deepening understanding. Grammar such as subject and predicate, active and passive verbs, 
transitive and intransitive verbs; the eight ways in which a noun can be used as well as 
punctuation are mastered at each PACE level and further developed at the next; periods and 
styles of writing prose and poetry are taught in PACEs for ICCE credit. 

 In addition to the development of writing skills within English and Word Building, the Literature and 
Creative Writing PACEs 1-72, with their respective resource books, increase reading 
comprehension and further develop creative writing skills (see Scope and Sequence). 

 For the International Certificate of Christian Education (ICCE), students complete the prerequisite 
General English, Word Building and Etymology plus English 1 and English Literature 8 & 9 for the 
General Certificate; and English 2 for the Intermediate Certificate. Bias courses are available for 
the Advanced Certificate; students can choose whether to complete English 3 and/or 4 or not. If 
they do, they may also study further English and Literature courses including Composition 2, and 
literature based courses such as Missions or Biographies of Christians which require extended 
writing. 

 Each level of the ICCE Certificate requires one or more essays of 1000, 1500 or 2000 words 
respectively. 

 All display materials of prose or poetry should show correct usage. Some will be handwritten, and 
some will be typed. Demonstrating good calligraphy may also be the aim. Convention pieces are 
used as good display material. 
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Modern Foreign Languages Policy 

The Skoldo workbooks and accompanying CD are central to teaching French to students in primary and 
lower senior classes. Additional vocabulary, conversation, oral and written practice plus songs, games, 
and role play help deepen understanding and learning.  
 
Older students may take French or Spanish as an elective option for credit towards the ICCE Certificate 
provided that staff are able to commit to the amount of teaching time required, or alternatively an additional 
language can be studied online through Rosetta Stone. 

English as Additional Language (EAL)  

Within the ACE Programme, provision is available for pupils who speak English as an additional 
language, subject to availability of the necessary resources and staff.  

 

Mathematics Policy 

 Maths shows the power, truthfulness and faithfulness of God; the size and intricate design of 
Creation indicate something of his majesty (Romans 1:19-20). Numbers are frequently mentioned 
in the Bible.  

 Students should progressively develop a number-sense. All students at an appropriate age (which 
will vary more than most subjects) should be able to write numbers accurately, understand place 
value, make estimates and approximations; they should be able to measure length, weight, 
volume and time. As well as being able to count, learn times-tables, and perform mental 
arithmetic, at an appropriate stage they should know how to use a calculator; they should know 
the rough equivalence of main Imperial units with Metric units and be able to use detailed 
conversion factors.  

 Concepts are introduced, and skills mastered progressively. When each level is mastered, the 
student progresses to the next level.  

 For the International Certificate of Christian Education (ICCE), students complete the prerequisite 
General Mathematics plus Algebra 1 for the General Certificate; and Geometry for the 
Intermediate Certificate. Bias courses are available for the Advanced Certificate: students can 
choose whether to complete Algebra 2 or not. If they do, they may also study further maths 
courses including Trigonometry, Calculus and Geometry. 

 Students will learn:  

- to use the four rules of arithmetic on whole numbers, fractions and decimals without the use of 
a calculator (up to PACE 1074) 

- To apply mathematics to everyday-life i.e. be numerate, including cooking and recipes, 
shopping (including giving change); basic principles of budgeting, saving, giving, house 
purchase, Income Tax, postal rates, estimating costs and times for journeys etc, finding routes 
from place to place. 

- To apply maths skills to solve problems appropriate to each level 

- Percentage, profit and loss, % deviation, a=x% of b where a or b or x have to be found, given 
the other two  

- Standard formulae for perimeter, (surface) area and volume of common 2-D and 3-D shapes 
like triangle, rectangle, square, circle, sphere, cone, cylinder, cube and cuboid, prism and 

pyramid. Standard definitions and terms for these objects i.e. radius, point, line and plane, … 
Pythagoras’ Theorem.  

- Angle properties for the triangle and other polygons, and the circle 

- Basic Algebra up to forming and solving equations (Linear, simultaneous and quadratic), and 
solution by graph. The meaning of the terms consistent, dependent and inconsistent will be 
grasped 

- Probability - a fraction between 0 and 1, possibility space, use of Set symbols, Venn diagram, 
simple truth tables. They should be able to derive simple probabilities and do simple 
experiments 

- Statistics – mean, median, mode and range; bar graphs and Pie Charts. 



Page 5 of 20 

- To apply mathematics in simple scientific situations in the laboratory and in science equations 

- Pascal’s triangle, use in algebra and probability,  

- Geometry: Postulates and theorems, and their application in problem-solving 

- Trigonometry: basic functions, graphs and use, formulae for compound angles, know that 
waves have a wide application 

- Where there is an appropriate student need, to grasp differential and integral calculus. 

- To follow a line of research, write a report, conduct an investigation on their own or in group 
into a simple mathematical situation 

Science Policy 

God is Creator, Owner and Sustainer of all things, all matter including the Earth, its land and seas, and 
everything in them and above them; the all the beauty of all His handiwork; the Solar system and its 
planets, the stars, all animals, birds, fish, plants and trees, and especially Man. God created time, 
seconds to years, past, present and future 

Man’s place is to rule the world under God so he must know how it all works to care for it responsibly. 
God teaches us lessons from what he has created. Each animal, bird, tree, etc., tells us something 
about God and shows us how to live for Him as well as meeting our need of food or shelter or warmth 
or correction 

 For the International Certificate of Christian Education (ICCE), students complete a Nutrition 
Science module as well as the prerequisite Earth Science plus Biology (plant, animal, and human) 
for the General Certificate; and Physical Science (Physics and Chemistry) for the Intermediate 
Certificate. For the Advanced Certificate, bias courses are available which include both Chemistry 
and Physics courses.  

 A science project is required for the General Certificate, and further projects can be done as 
coursework for the Intermediate and Advanced Certificates.  

 Students who attend the annual Student Convention and present a Science Exhibit of the required 
standard can obtain credit towards the ICCE Certificate (and be eligible for a bronze, silver or gold 
medal). 

1) General Science 

The science curriculum covers the following: 
 

 Animal Science: Pets and domestic animals, farms and food, animals at the Zoo - big and small, 
frightening and cuddly - the different major types, e.g. dog, cat, snake, monkey, cow, sheep, 
horse… 

 Our wonderful environment: As created by God but spoilt by man, meeting man’s needs – air (its 
constitution), water (the blue planet), the water cycle, sun moon and stars, the planets, night and 
day, sounds, the seasons, our senses that ‘register’ these things, all show God’s faithfulness and 
love. Exploration, ‘then and now’, the sea, its depths and its “paths” (currents), (space, Earth, 
underwater and the vehicles used) 

 Our need of sleep; work and rest balance. Our eyes and eyesight, Our ears and hearing. 

 The importance of maintaining good health by sensible eating and exercise, and care of teeth. 
The danger of junk foods and of low activity life-styles 

 Infectious diseases, bacteria and pathogens - prevention, the body’s defences, vaccines, and 
treatment. The importance of cleanliness and good hygiene practices such as hand washing. 

 Nutrition: The importance of a balanced diet. ICCE students complete Nutrition Science.  

 Astronomy: Sun, moon, stars and starlight, planets, solar system, comets, astronomers. 

 Geology: Three types of rock and their formation, the Flood, terminology.  

 Types of matter: Solid, liquid, gas, plasma 

 Instruments: to measure time, temperature, length, volume, electrical units, light, and sound. ‘the 
Metric System’ 
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 Earth Science includes major mountains and river systems of the world; The formation of physical 
features including earthquakes and volcanic activity; Climate patterns and the weather; Evidence 
for a young Earth  

 Science experiments and reports. General laboratory practice, safety issues and care of 
equipment, accuracy of measurement, percentage error, using graphs to show results, 
interpolation and extrapolation 

 Great scientists of the past: A number of them were Bible believers  

 Ethical and philosophical issues in science at present (medicine, agriculture and cosmology…) 

2) Biology 

 The way we are made from skeleton to skin, the importance of blood, human biology 

 Characteristics of reptiles and amphibians; Life cycles, frogs and butterflies, Insects 

 Ant and bee, the Bible speaks of both, community life; Interdependence -‘no bees means           
no flowers’ while ‘no flowers means no bees’, their importance in the environment and agriculture  

 Birds, their sizes from ostrich to hummingbird, different environments penguin to condor, beaks; 
unique feathers; flight, some birds never fly, eggs and care of young in a variety of ways 

 Fish, their sizes, shapes and colours, their gills, migrations, nests and eggs, predators and 
dangers in the different habitats 

 Birds and fish as food or providers 

 Some other marine creatures and plants that live in the sea  

 The structures of plants and animals, the cell, its design and function as the basic unit of life. 

 Bacteria and pathogens, the body’s defences, infectious diseases, vaccines and treatment  

 The major classifications in the plant and animal kingdoms, genetics, living and non-living, 
bacteria and viruses.  

 Ecology, cycles of nature, ecosystems, biomes, balance, pollution and its effects  

 The theory of evolution, macro- and micro-, survival of the fittest, punctuated evolution, the laws of 
cells, laws of thermodynamics,  

3) Physics 

 The scientific method  

 Electricity and magnetism, safety, uses laws, units, electrical terms - resistance, switch, circuit, 
battery, conductor, capacitor, conductance, electrolysis, EMF, fields of force, etc., static and 
current electricity, generators and motors; electronics and computers 

 Light, velocity, lenses, laws, spectrum,  

 How to ‘see’ better - the optical telescope (and radio-telescope), spectacles, and the microscope  
(and electron-microscope) 

 Forces: gravity, friction, centrifugal; lift, thrust and drag, mechanics and Newton’s laws, units and 
equations, diagrams, motion in one or two dimensions, mass, forces (different types), momentum, 
work, power, impulse, energy, Hookes’ law, Problem-solving. 

 Wave motion, refraction, reflection, diffusion, interference, SHM, sound – frequency, wavelength, 
amplitude, resonance, Doppler effect 

 Atoms and their components, Introduction to nuclear physics 

4) Chemistry 

 The elements and the discovery of the Periodic Table. Metals and their properties, conductors;  

 Elements, compounds, solid, liquid and gas mixtures and solutions,  

 Acids and bases. Combustion and corrosion. 

 Laws of chemistry, chemical equations and formulae, valence, solving problems 
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Technology - ICT and DT policy 

 Math Builder, Readmaster, and Typemaster are used alongside the PACEs to develop accuracy, 
speed, and comprehension. 

 The school has utilised the ‘FutureKids’ curriculum for ICT which covers basic hardware (e.g. the 
keyboard, monitor, printer, computer) and the use of Microsoft Office software to complete a 
range of projects using Word Processing, Desktop Publishing, Excel Spreadsheets, Databases, 
and Multimedia.  

 Students learn basic coding using Scratch or Khan Academy 

 The European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) online computer qualification is a requirement 
for ICCE General Certificate. 

 The aim is for students to leave school familiar, and competent, with the PC as a tool but not 
fixated with it as a leisure ‘toy’,  

 DT helps pupils gain competence in the use of design and technology through a series of ‘hands-
on’ projects under the supervision of the teacher. 

Social Studies Policy 

 Social Studies PACEs in which history and geography are woven together in context are used. 

 For the International Certificate of Christian Education (ICCE), students complete the 
prerequisite British and European History (from 1750) plus World Geography for the General 
Certificate; they research and write a history essay (1000 words) as coursework. They may also 
complete World History as an elective option. They complete History of Civilisation 1 and 2 plus 
an essay (1500 or 2000 words) for the Intermediate and Advanced Certificates respectively. An 
Arts Bias Course is available for the Advanced Certificate.  

 Students who attend the annual Student Convention and present a Social Studies Exhibit of the 
required standard can obtain credit towards the ICCE Certificate (and be eligible for a bronze, 
silver or gold medal). 

1) History 

 The formation of nations (Gen 10, Acts 16: 24-27), law, authority and government, world history in 
brief – Kings, queens, and leaders, wars and conquests. 

 The individual and family and society: Groupings, the house, village, town, unitary authority, city, 
mega-city. Church, education, and hospitals  

 Communication, sign language and Braille, technology – telephones, microphones, etc. 

 Agriculture, farming crops and animals 

 Transportation 

 Alongside the Biblical Time-Line, the story of Man from Genesis to the present, the students learn 
about early world civilisations that existed at the same time such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylon and Persia, Greece, and the Roman Empire; The life and times of Jesus Christ through 
to modern history 

 Britain: its history from the earliest migrations to the twenty-first century; its language, constitution,   
government, and legal system; the formation of the UK (England, Wales, Scotland, Northern 
Ireland) and its flag and anthem, its relationship to Europe and the world.  

 Further history, and British History in particular, such as the Romans, Vikings, Tudors, Victorians, 
and both World Wars, is covered through group classes and project work. 

2) Geography 

 The earth was created by God for Man: England’s geography, major mountains and rivers, 
resources, manufacturing centres, transportation networks (road, rail, air, canal), crops, animals, 
climate, demography 

 Maps and globes, latitude and longitude, compass, continents 
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 Many PACEs such as Social Studies and Literature and Creative Writing feature a specific 
country. Some oral reports feature a country chosen and researched by the student, and visual 
aids such as flags and photo montages are created.  

 Earth Science includes major mountains and river systems of the world; The formation of 
physical features including earthquakes and volcanic activity; Climate patterns and the weather; 
Evidence for a young Earth  

 World Geography; the continents and each country - its name, location, capital, people, industry, 
history, religion and language, prayer pointers 

 Further geography, and British Geography in particular, is covered through group classes and 
project work, including map work 

                                                                                                                        
Promoting Fundamental British Values policy 

The Department for Education requires all schools to promote the historical and current values that 
underpin the national identity known as being British and to ensure that the curriculum actively 
promotes these fundamental British values.  
 
Greater Grace School is committed to supporting all students, through both the individualised PACE 
curriculum and group classes, in learning about and deepening their understanding of British values, 
culture and systems. Fundamental British values are defined by the DfE as:  
 

 Democracy: Respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic process  

 The rule of law: Respect for the basis on which the law is made and applies in England  

 Individual liberty: Support and respect for the liberties of all within the law  

 Mutual respect and tolerance: Support for equality of opportunity for all and respect and 
tolerance of different faiths and religious and other beliefs  

 

It is the management’s conviction that tolerance is a minimum standard for Christian living;                    
love, respect and honour are due to all people regardless of whether we agree with them,                 
and therefore we aim to show God’s unconditional love to all, paying particular regard to the        
protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010. 
 

Citizenship policy 

The study of Citizenship through PACEs and group classes includes learning: 

 explicitly about democracy and the political system in the UK including how it is developing 
and the role of political parties 

 about the law and the justice system and the role of international law and human rights 

 the key elements of the constitution and the roles of parliament, citizens and the free press in 
holding those in power to account 

 financial principles including the functions and uses of money in society, budgeting, managing 
risk and how public money is raised and spent 

 different forms of taking responsible and informed action to contribute positively to 
communities including through volunteering 

 skills to use a range of research strategies, think critically, weigh evidence, take part in 
debates and make informed and persuasive arguments. 

 

 

Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Cultural Development Policy 

Our policy has been written with regard to the publication ‘Promoting fundamental British values as 
part of SMSC in schools, November 2014’ and should be read alongside our Curriculum Policy, our 
Personal, Social and Health Education policy, and our Promoting Fundamental British Values Policy. 
 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development is an integral part of the whole curriculum, 
permeating all aspects of life in school and contributing much to the wellbeing of our pupils.  
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Students are encouraged to recognise the spiritual dimension of their learning, to reflect on the 
significance of what they are learning, and to recognise any challenges that there may be to their own 
attitude and lifestyle. 
 
By building positive working relationships between children and staff, all members of our school family 
are valued as individuals. The children learn to see the need for good manners, self-discipline and 
appropriate behaviour in whatever situation they find themselves, and to form their own attitudes     
and values. 

This school promotes a Christian ethos and a Christian World View, and, by example and direct 
teaching, follows and promotes the teachings of Jesus, whilst recognising that not all of its students 
will necessarily be practising Christians.  

Each PACE opens with a Bible verse and accompanying Spiritual principle and highlights a particular  
character trait. These are taught, explained, and illustrated throughout that PACE. The ACE 
curriculum uses many illustrations and examples drawn from our Christian heritage that promote the 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of our pupils. Group lessons in all curriculum areas 
should seek to include illustrations and examples drawn from as wide  a range of cultural contexts as 
possible, and to promote the respect, love, and honour of all people regardless of age, ability, race, 
faith or no faith, and paying particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in  the Equality  
Act 2010.  

Because we recognise that the Bible is God’s written revelation to humankind, we understand that the 
personal development of pupils, spiritually, morally, socially and culturally, plays a vital part in their 
ability to learn and to achieve their full potential.  

We therefore aim to provide an education that provides pupils with opportunities to explore and 
develop their own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of personal behaviour, a 
positive caring attitude towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions 
and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures. 

Whilst we are unashamedly a Christian school, the diversity of spiritual traditions in our own nation 
and around the world will be recognised, and pupils will be given access to alternative views.  

All adults will model and promote expected behaviour, treating all people as unique and valuable 
individuals and showing respect for pupils and their families. 

The school community will be a place where pupils can find acceptance as unique individuals, and 
where forgiveness and the opportunity to start again is fundamental to the ethos of the school. 

Pupils should gain an understanding of Biblical morality and learn to differentiate between ‘right and 
wrong’, recognising that their actions have consequences that affect other people as well as 
themselves. They will be encouraged to value themselves and others. 

Pupils should understand the need for rules and the need to abide by rules for the good of everyone. 
School and classroom rules should reflect, reiterate, promote and reward acceptable behaviour and 
provide opportunities to celebrate pupils' work and achievements. By extension, they will learn the 
need for laws as a nation and the need to abide by those laws for the good of everyone. 
 
Greater Grace School helps each child to develop the skills, attitudes, and character that enable pupils 
to develop spiritually, morally, socially and culturally — e.g. personal thinking skills, decision-making 
and communication skills, valuing themselves and others, respectful, tactful, and compassionate…  

Achievements with regard to each child's personal and social development are recognised and 
rewarded on a daily and weekly basis, and recorded term by term on the annual report cards.        
Gold certificates for personal development are given to each student at the July Awards Ceremony. 
On graduating students receive a Record of Achievement Folder which includes their ICCE Certificate 
and other achievements in and out of school reflecting the whole person. 
 

Spiritual Development 
 

While the revelation of Scripture underlies the whole curriculum, weekly Chapel and daily group 
devotions help students deepen their understanding as they gain a systematic grasp of the Bible. 
According to their age and capacity, students are encouraged to read the Bible daily themselves, and 
to memorise a Bible passage each month. Once introduced, its meaning is expounded so that pupils 
will not only grow in knowledge (through memorisation), but will also grow in understanding and the 
wisdom to apply it. Senior students may enter Bible events at Convention.  
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Biblical studies: 

 Bible Reading PACEs: Primary – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

 Bible Reading PACEs: Lower Secondary – Readings from Genesis, Exodus, Acts, and others  

For the International Certificate of Christian Education (ICCE), students complete Biblical Studies (New 
Testament Survey) and Successful Living (Proverbs) for the General Certificate and Old Testament 
Survey for the Intermediate Certificate. The Life of Christ, New Testament Church History, Missions, 
Biographies of Christians and other courses are also available as electives. A Biblical Studies Bias 
Course is available for the Advanced Certificate.  

Students also complete an Apologetics course for each level of the certificate to encourage their growth 
in a Christian Faith that is grounded in a confident, reasoned understanding of the teaching of the Bible 
as the Word of God and so that they may be able to give a reason for the hope that they have in Christ.  

Students should grow in their understanding of the truth and be able to explain their own faith, involve 
in personal prayer and be a responsible member of their local church.  

Most PACEs have a featured character trait with a memory verse that complements it. There are 
many opportunities for pupils to develop their understanding, to see how it will profit them, and to 
reflect on how to make it part of their own character.  Staff are available to assist in this process and 
also to explain how many of the learning centre procedures derive from helpful Biblical principles. 

Students should know the history of the church in the UK from its earliest days, and its role in Bible 
distribution and missionary outreach worldwide; they should have an understanding that the church is 
composed of all those who have believed in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour throughout the 
world (John 14:6, Acts 4:12), and that their church assembly is a local expression of this.   

Students are encouraged to see their life as one of service to God and their fellow man and to 
discover their vocation as well as the career that is right for them. No calling is seen as more holy than 
any other, but it is hoped that a number will go to Bible College on their way to mature discipleship. 

 

Students should grow to know and understand  

 how Biblical Christianity differs from all other religions, including information regarding other major 
faiths and cultures 

 that man is by nature sinful and a rebel against God, he cannot save himself but needs a Saviour, 
(however developed, sophisticated and intelligent man may seem);  Christ is the only Saviour 
(John 14;6, Acts 4:12); Christians are his witnesses 

 the history of the church in the UK from its earliest days, and its role in Bible distribution and 
missionary outreach worldwide; that the church is composed of all those who have believed        
in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour throughout the world (John 14:6, Acts 4:12); and that 
their church assembly is a local expression of this.   

Students are encouraged to see their life as one of service to God and their fellow man and to 
discover their vocation as well as the career that is right for them. No calling is seen as more holy than 
any other, but it is hoped that each one will become a responsible member of their local church and 
that a number will go to Bible College on their way to mature discipleship.  

As a school we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to: 

 Develop their capacity for critical and independent thought. 

 Develop higher thought processes.  

 Discuss their beliefs, feelings, values and responses to personal experiences 

 Foster their emotional life and express their feelings. 

 Sustain their self-esteem in their learning experience.  

 Experience moments of stillness and reflection. 

 Reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life. 

 Recognise and understand the legitimacy of a Christian World View. 

 Recognise and reflect on Christian approaches to spiritual development. 
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Moral Development 

As a school we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to: 

 Recognise the unique value of each individual. 

 Recognise the challenge of Jesus' teaching. 

 Listen and respond appropriately to the views of others. 

 Learn that to robustly disagree with another is perfectly acceptable; however, it is morally 
bankrupt to allow disagreement to lead to hatred and violence within the community and nation. 

 Take initiative and act responsibly with consideration for others. 

 Distinguish between right and wrong. 

 Value and respect people, living things, and the environment.  

 Make informed and independent judgments.  

 

Social Development 
 

The benefits to the couple and to society as a whole of marriage for life as defined in the Bible 
between one biological man and one biological woman are emphasised, and especially of marriage to 
a fellow believer; however, students will be made aware that we accept that people may make other 
choices, and do so without judgement or condemnation.  

As a school we aim to promote opportunities that will enable pupils to: 

 Develop an understanding of their individual and group identity. 

 Develop a sense of belonging. 

 Value and respect themselves and others, treating all as equals. 

 Value and respect personal belongings and property 

 Develop social skills 

 Listen and talk to each other;  

 Express and clarify their own ideas and beliefs. 

 Agree and disagree without a loss of respect. 

 Talk about personal experiences and feelings.  

 Speak about difficult events, e.g. bullying, death etc. 

 Consider others’ needs and behaviour 

 Be able to take turns and share  

 Accept responsibility for their behaviour,  

 Gain the resilience and confidence to cope with setbacks and learn from mistakes.   

 Explore relationships with friends/family/others.  

 Form and maintain worthwhile and satisfying relationships. 

 Work cooperatively and collaboratively. 

 Show initiative, and understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living 
and working in the locality in which the school is situated and to society more widely 

 Learn about service in the school and wider community. 

 Take their place in a wide range of roles in preparation for adult life.  

 Begin to understand the Christian imperative for social justice and a compassionate concern 
for the disadvantaged. 
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Cultural Development 

As a school we aim to promote opportunities that will enable pupils to: 

 Develop an understanding of their social and cultural environment. 

 Recognise the value and richness of cultural diversity in Britain, and how these influence 
individuals and society. 

 Promote tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling pupils to 
acquire an appreciation of, and respect for, their own and other cultures 

 Respect other people, paying particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the 
Equality Act 2010(a). Whilst our Christian World View does not promote beliefs on sexuality 
and family that conflict with the Bible, the school will actively promote respect for, and an 
awareness of the different types of family, sexuality and marriage (including civil partnerships) 
in modern Britain. 

 Recognise Christianity as a world faith. 

 Acquire a broad general knowledge of, and respect for, public institutions and services in England.  

 Encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic process, 
including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England. 

 Develop an understanding of Britain's local, national, European, Commonwealth and global 
dimensions. 

 Recognise equality between men and women as well as the full acceptance and value of any 
person with any form of disability. 

 The school will promote the belief that the maturity and goodness of a culture can be 
measured by how it treats its weakest and most disadvantaged members.  

The following is taken directly from the amendments to the Independent School Standards, Sept 2014. 
Whilst this guidance is listed as part of our cultural development, we will endeavour to promote an 
awareness of it in all areas of teaching and activities. 

This school precludes the promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any subject in the 
school; and takes such steps as are reasonably practicable to ensure that where political issues are 
brought to the attention of pupils they are offered a balanced presentation of opposing views:  

 
. (i)  while they are in attendance at the school;  

. (ii)  while they are taking part in extra-curricular activities which are provided or organised by or on 
behalf of the school; or  

. (iii)  in the promotion at the school, including through the distribution of promotional material, of 
extra-curricular activities taking place at the school or elsewhere. 

 

Links with the wider community 
 

The development of a strong home-school link is regarded as central to our learning philosophy, 
enabling parents and teachers to work in an effective partnership to support the pupil.  

Visitors are welcomed into school. We provide opportunities for parents, the community and outside 
agencies to contribute to the personal and social development of its children through their active 
involvement in the school.  

Pupils will be taught to appreciate their local environment and to develop a sense of responsibility to it. 

 
Please see the Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Cultural Development Policy for more detail. 
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Personal, Social and Health Education Policy including Relationships Education 

Please read our Personal, Social, and Health Education Policy, Relationships Education Policy, and 
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) Policy for more details. 

As recommended by the Department for Education, our PSHE provision, drawing on good practice, 
aims to enable learning through which children and young people acquire the knowledge, 
understanding and skills they need to manage their lives now and which will prepare them for the 
future, for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life as set out in Section 78 of the 
Education Act 2002.  
 
PSHE education is an integral part of the whole curriculum and permeates all aspects of life in school. 
It makes a significant contribution to our pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) 
development, to their behaviour and safety (including safeguarding). It promotes pupils’ wellbeing   
and develops the qualities and attributes pupils need to thrive as individuals, family members, and 
members of society. 
 

PSHE within a Biblical framework equips pupils with the knowledge, skills and strategies, the 
understanding, and the wisdom required to live healthy, safe, productive, capable, responsible and 
balanced lives. It encourages them to be enterprising and supports them in making effective 
transitions, positive learning and career choices, and in achieving economic wellbeing. It provides 
opportunities for children and young people to reflect on and clarify their own values and attitudes,     
to understand and accommodate difference and change, to manage emotions, and to communicate 
constructively in a variety of settings. It contributes to personal development by helping pupils to build 
their confidence, resilience and self-esteem, identify and manage risk, make informed choices and 
understand what influences their decisions. Developing Christlike character and an understanding of 
their personal identity, together with self-management and communication skills, and the ability to 
work with others, will help pupils to form and maintain good relationships, develop the essential skills 
for future employability, and better enjoy and manage their lives.  
 
The school's philosophy and ethos, its aims, attitudes and values all contribute to the wellbeing and    
to the personal and social development of children in our school. By promoting positive working 
relationships between staff and pupils, and their parents, and peer relationships, all members of      
our school community are valued as individuals. Our aim is to assist the parents, whose primary 
responsibility it is, to bring up their children in the “ways of the Bible” and in a personal walk with God. 
While the young people are in a process of growing towards maturity and independence, they are 
encouraged to value their relationship of trust, honesty, and mutual respect with their parents, who 
have the ultimate authority and responsibility for them, above that of their peers, and to become aware 
of how they can be influenced by peer behaviour and the need for peer approval. Pupils know that 
they may bring any concerns to any member of staff, who will act, discreetly, in the best interests of 
the child when necessary.  
 

Biblical moral principles of right and wrong are taught continually through our daily and weekly 
programme. Recognising that many decisions about health and lifestyle are influenced by the 
attitudes, values and beliefs of significant others, many aspects of PSHE such as learning about  
puberty and sexual matters are recognised to be primarily the domain of the parents who are 
encouraged to discuss them at home in accordance with their child’s readiness before they are 
covered in lessons. Please read our Relationships and Sex Education Policy for more information. 
Staff are available to discuss any issues or concerns that the children or their parents might have 
informally after school or during termly parent-teacher meetings which provide an opportunity to 
assess and reflect on each child's personal and social development. 
 
Pupils are encouraged to see the need for good manners and respect, self-discipline, and appropriate 
behaviour in whatever situation they find themselves. They also find that there are opportunities to 
learn from their mistakes, and to have a second chance, when they fail to meet age-appropriate 
expectations! All staff encourage positive approaches to behaviour and our Motivation and Behaviour 
Management Policy includes clear guidelines which reflect this. 
 

At each stage of the pupil’s development, appropriate learning which develops these skills and         
the knowledge, understanding and wisdom to apply them takes place through individualised PACE 
curriculum (core subjects) and group classes such as Citizenship and Reasoning Skills. There is often 
a cross-curricular dimension, for instance, a project on 'Ourselves' could include work in Science, 
Geography, Art, DT, English or History. For instance, a topic in Science on 'Healthy Bodies' may focus 
on food and diet, exercise, and the dangers of smoking or alcohol, drug, or solvent abuse.   
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For senior students, the requirements for the ICCE General Certificate include Careers, Successful 
Living, and Nutrition Science. Completion of elective courses such as Health and Speech is also 
encouraged. On graduating, students receive a Record of Achievement Folder which includes their 
ICCE Certificate and other achievements in and out of school reflecting the whole person. 
 
Devotions and Chapel develop not only the spiritual and moral aspects of our lives, both staff and 
pupils, but promotes personal growth in every area. A lifelong love of learning is modelled and valued.  
 
Personal skills such as time management and perseverance as well as academic success are 
recognised and rewarded on a daily and weekly basis, and celebrated through the presentation of 
Honour Roll Certificates each term. Likewise, termly reports and parent-teacher meetings provide an 
opportunity to assess and reflect on each child's personal and social development.  
 
Greater Grace School helps each child to develop the skills, attitudes, and character that enable pupils 
to develop spiritually, morally, socially and culturally — e.g. personal thinking skills, decision-making 
and communication skills, valuing themselves and others, respectful, tactful, and compassionate…  

In addition to the PSHE woven into the PACE core curriculum, the procedures, and the daily life of the 
school, PSHE classes are taught, some of which are based on the PSHE Programme of Study. The 
PSHE Association encourage schools to select content from their Programme of Study that is relevant 
to their pupils and use this as a context through which to explore the overarching concepts and to 
develop the essential skills and attributes set out below.  
 
The PSHE Association Programme of Study (October 2014) covers Key Stages 1 to 4                               
and is based on three core themes within which there will be broad overlap and flexibility:  
1. Health and Wellbeing  
2. Relationships  
3. Living in the Wider World 
 
The overarching aim for PSHE education is to provide pupils with:   

  accurate and relevant knowledge 

  opportunities to turn that knowledge into personal understanding 

  opportunities to explore, clarify and if necessary challenge, their own and others’ values, attitudes, 
beliefs, rights and responsibilities 

  the skills, language and strategies they need in order to live healthy, safe, fulfilling, responsible and 
balanced lives. 
 
Overarching Concepts  
1. Identity (their personal qualities, attitudes, skills, attributes and achievements and what influences these)  
2. Relationships (including different types and in different settings)  
3. A healthy (including physically, emotionally and socially) balanced lifestyle (including within 
relationships, work-life, exercise and rest, spending and saving and diet) 
4. Risk (identification, assessment and how to manage risk rather than simply the avoidance of risk for 
self and others) and safety (including behaviour and strategies to employ in different settings)  
5. Diversity and equality in age-appropriate ways  
6. Rights (including the notion of universal human rights), responsibilities (including fairness and 
justice) and consent (in different contexts)  
7. Change (as something to be managed) and resilience (the skills, strategies and ‘inner resources’ 
we can draw on when faced with challenging change or circumstance)  
8. Power (how it is used and encountered in a variety of contexts including persuasion, bullying, 
negotiation and ‘win-win’ outcomes)  
9. Career (including enterprise, employability and economic understanding)  
 

Health and Wellbeing 

 Our need of sleep; work and rest balance. Our eyes and eyesight, Our ears and hearing. 

 The importance of maintaining good health by sensible eating and exercise, and care of teeth. 
The danger of junk foods and of low activity life-styles 

 Infectious diseases, bacteria and pathogens - prevention, the body’s defences, vaccines, and 
treatment. The importance of cleanliness and good hygiene practices such as hand washing. 
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 Nutrition: The importance of a balanced diet. ICCE students complete Nutrition Science.  

 

Relationships - Personal and Social Skills 

We will encourage our students to form honest, balanced and faithful relationships. 

We will foster an environment where students are able to express their feelings and opinions, listen to 
each other, ask pertinent questions, and justify their own views accordingly, while being sensitive to 
others.  

Students will be inspired to discuss and debate and given the confidence to disagree, whilst being 
taught to respect the differing views of others. 

Independent Learning and Individual Responsibilities 
 
The ACE curriculum encourages independent learning and expects the students to be responsible for 
setting their own goals, working consistently, learning independently, scoring, and researching and 
preparing oral reports.  

There is also an individual character development programme built into the PACE curriculum.                
See Appendix 2 

Students are involved in self-assessment and peer group assessment; and the school utilises positive 
marking, with verbal or written comments.  

 

Living in the wider world 

Aesthetic and Creative Policy 

This includes art, craft, sewing and knitting, architecture, music, drama, and photography. 

Students who attend the annual Student Convention and submit an aesthetic/creative entry of the 
required standard can obtain credit towards the ICCE Certificate (and be eligible for a bronze, silver or 
gold medal) 

1) Art 

 Painting, sketching, oils, watercolours, pastels, charcoal, pen and ink, pencil, colour, shading, 
perspective, general rules, and some useful historical background; Painting on paper, card, 
clothing design (T-shirts etc). Use of art in advertising, homes and household items. clay 
sculpture, 

 Museums, galleries and gardens are visited with careful planning. 

 Art Elective course is available for ICCE credit for the General or Intermediate Certificate 

2) Craft 

 Variety of media and skills to make 2D and 3D crafts 

 Wood-joints, simple furniture and household items 

3) Sewing and knitting 

 Designing, repairing, constructing garments with teaching on high clothing standards and conduct,  

4) Architecture 

 Visits to historic buildings, where appropriate, with careful planning 

5) Music  

 Individual and ensemble, instrumental and vocal, composition  

 Music appreciation 
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 Music Elective course, which includes theory and music appreciation, is available for ICCE credit 
for the General or Intermediate Certificate  

 Instrument lessons are not available in school, but Music Theory or Performance at Grade 5 and 
above may earn credit for the ICCE General or Intermediate Certificate 

6) Drama 

 Preparation in the Autumn Term and performance of the annual Christmas play 

 Drama (GSMD) or (LAMDA) Grade 5 and above may earn credit for the ICCE General or 
Intermediate Certificate 

7) Photography 

 Black and white, colour; the Art courses can be used as the basis for a taught course 

 

 

Physical Education policy 

 Students will learn individual skills appropriate to their age: Primary - kicking, bouncing, throwing 
and catching a ball; balancing; running, jumping, and team games like football and rounders; 
Secondary - also includes badminton, tennis and volley ball. 

 team building games 

 Relay games, competitive games: learning to handle winning and losing, praise and blame, and 
accepting coaching and constructive criticism, showing courage, fortitude, and resilience. 

 Further sports and athletics are available to students who attend Student Convention. Convention 
entries will be encouraged for individual, doubles and team games:   

 A Sport Elective course is available for ICCE credit for the General or Intermediate Certificate 

 

Provision for Students with Special Education Needs and Disabilities 

The school has a ‘Special Educational Needs and Disabilities’ SEND Policy to help it ensure that: 

 a child with special needs has his or her needs met;  

 the special needs of children are met in the school wherever possible;  

 the views of children are sought and taken into account;  

 
The following values which underpin all that we do: 

 
 An understanding that parents have the primary responsibility before God for educating their 

children, working in partnership with church and school to prepare the children for adult life. 
We believe that the role of parents in the education of their children is very important and we 
seek to work together with good, open communication.  

 

 A commitment to excellence in all aspects of school life: we aim to do the best we can, and we 
encourage children to give of their best in everything they do.  

 

 A focus on the importance of each child developing spiritually, morally, intellectually, 
creatively, socially, behaviourally, emotionally, and physically. 
 

We aim to provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum to ensure that every child receives 
their full educational entitlement. We recognise that for this to happen, some students will need 
additional support from time to time from their supervisor or the SEND Lead, Diane Bailey.  
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It is our aim to raise the aspirations and expectations for all students with Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities (SEND). Our approach focuses on the outcomes for children not just an allocation of 
provision and support.  
 
Since graduation with an International Certificate of Christian Education (ICCE) certificate is not based 
on age but on completion of the requirements at each level, each student has the opportunity to 
access the ICCE curriculum and to obtain the certificate that fulfils their personal potential. 
 
All students are assessed before entry. Those who are already able to read are diagnosed in several 
subject areas and placed on a level of curriculum where they can succeed. This diagnosis also 
identifies any learning gaps or areas where the work has not been fully mastered. These are 
addressed before the student goes forward. The core curriculum is completely differentiated, per 
student and per subject, and is entirely individualised. Children are closely monitored when they first 
enter the school and the work prescribed adjusted if necessary. Some children benefit from being     
re-diagnosed after their first six months.    
 
The individualised programmed learning approach makes the school ideal for children with special 
educational needs who will be set a programme of study suitable to their needs. Many children have 
succeeded in their education using this programme including those with autism, Asperger's, and 
dyslexia.  
 
All supervisors and teachers monitor and review the progress of all students. Where a student is 
failing to make progress, the teacher will consider different additional strategies.  
 
Please read the SEND Policy for further detail. 

 

The International Certificate of Christian Education  (ICCE)    

See Appendix 1 

 

ACE Character Traits 

See Appendix 2 
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        Appendix 1 

The International Certificate of Christian Education  (ICCE)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The International Certificate of Christian Education (ICCE) has been developed to validate 

the high standards and achievements of pupils studying on the ACE curriculum. As they 

complete each PACE, the following day students take an unseen test with a minimum 80% 

pass mark. Twelve PACEs completed in each subject earns one credit in these baccalaureate-

style qualifications.  

 

The ICCE is designed to give students a Christian Education that equips them academically    

for Higher Education or employment. It encourages a Christian Faith that is grounded in             

a confident, reasoned understanding of the teaching of the Bible as the Word of God.  

Academic and vocational tracks are available.  As ICCE offers a range of certificates to cater for   

the individual needs of ICCE students, care should be taken to ensure that the certificate chosen will 

enable the student to follow the pathway envisaged for the future. We encourage pupils to achieve 

the highest level certificate that they can to enable them to best fulfil their potential.  

 

It should be noted that the ICCE programme is based on completion of the certificate,     

not the age of the student.   

 

“The ICCE has in the past been benchmarked by UK NARIC (2011) and found to be 

comparable with Cambridge International O and A Levels. Currently, the General Level Maths 

and English are stated as being acceptable substitutes for GCSEs on the gov.uk funding website. 

Students completing ICCE certificates are advised to research the requirements for their chosen 

tertiary studies and consider whether LCA dual-enrolment or a College Board SAT in their final 

year would be helpful.”  

 

 
Overview of the ICCE Certificates 
 

All levels of certificate include Maths and English except the Advanced Bias courses. 
 

Achievement Certificates 
 

The ICCE Basic Certificate 
 
Covering four PACE levels up to PACE 1084 in the six core subjects, this certificate is only for 
students with learning disabilities and difficulties who have reached their individual potential.  
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The ICCE Foundation Certificate 
 
The Foundation Certificate is designed to meet the needs of lower achieving students. It may also 
be suitable for students joining the A.C.E. programme late in their educational career who desire to 
go to college but do not have the time to complete the ICCE General Certificate. It is only issued to 
students who are not intending to complete the ICCE General Certificate.  
 
The ICCE Foundation Certificate requires completion of PACE Level 8 (i.e. PACEs 1085 to 1096). 

The ICCE Vocational Certificate 
 
Designed for those students who wish to follow more practical vocations, the Vocational Certificate 
is more demanding than the Foundation Certificate, but less academic than the General Certificate. 
 
Although the quantity of work is less for the Foundation and Vocational Certificates, the quality     
of work is not. The same high standards are required as for the General Certificate which is a 
perquisite for the higher certificates. 

 

Academic Certificates 
 
The ICCE General Certificate 
 
The ICCE General Certificate is designed for students with normal ability, who expect to complete 
their education at age 16 or above.  
 
It should be noted that the ICCE programme is based on the completion of the certificate, not the 
age of the student.  
 

This certificate is comparable to Cambridge International 'O' Level (UK NARIC, 2011).       
It approximates to 9 GCSE full courses, including Maths and English, which are equivalent to 
GCSE grades 9 – 4 (A*-C), enabling entry to college courses. 
 

The ICCE Intermediate Certificate 
 
The ICCE Intermediate Certificate is a stepping stone or bridge between the General Certificate 
and the Advanced Certificate. This certificate may also be used as a school exit qualification for 
those who wish to go on to further education or professional courses. 

 
The ICCE Advanced Certificate 
 
The ICCE Advanced Certificate is intended for students who want to pursue higher education 
opportunities, study professional courses at colleges and universities, or enter the work place.        
 

This certificate is comparable to Cambridge International ‘A’ Level (UK NARIC, 2011).        
It approximates to 3-4 A2 Level qualifications. 
 

The ICCE Advanced Certificate ‐ Higher and Honours 
 
The above certificates are for students who complete the ICCE Advanced Certificate at Level 12  
to qualify for entry to tertiary studies in a specific discipline or at a specific tertiary institution.  
 
Specific academic achievement requirements apply to each certificate. 
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        Appendix 2 

ACE Character Traits 

 

The ACE curriculum has built-in character training as each PACE focuses on one             
of the character traits below. In addition the Literature and Creative Writing PACEs 
highlight character traits in a series of wise sayings from the Book of Proverbs. 

 

Affectionate 

Appreciative 

Attentive 

Available 

Blessed 

Cheerful 

Committed 

Compassionate 

Concerned 

Confident 

Considerate 

Consistent 

Content 

Cooperative 

Courageous 

Courteous 

Creative 

Decisive 

Deferent 

Dependable 

Determined 

Diligent 

Discerning 

Discreet 

Efficient 

Equitable 

Fair 

Faithful 

Fearless 

Flexible 

Forgiving 

Friendly 

Generous 

Gentle 

Godly 

Gracious 

Grateful 

Happy 

Holy 

Honest 

Humble 

Integrity 

Joyful 

Just 

Kind 

Knowledgeable 

Longsuffering 

Loving 

Loyal 

Meek 

Merciful 

Modest 

Obedient 

Observant 

Optimistic 

Orderly 

Patient 

Peaceful  

Perseverant 

Persuasive 

Prepared 

Prudent 

Punctual 

Pure 

Purposeful 

Ready 

Repentant 

Resourceful 

Respectful 

Responsible 

Reverent 

Righteous 

Secure 

Self-controlled 

Sincere 

Steadfast 

Submissive  

Tactful 

Temperate 

Thorough 

Thrifty 

Tolerant 

Trustworthy 

Truthful 

Understanding 

Virtuous 

Wise  

Zealous 

 


